
Welcome to Mapping the City, an expedition into young people’s Newcastle-Gateshead.

This project was commissioned by the Juice Festival to understand more about the parts of Newcastle 
and Gateshead young people like, the places special to them, the bits they want improved, and the places 
that don’t mean much to them at all. This will provide information for a larger project to produce a young 
people’s ‘Manifesto for the City’, a statement about the future of the city which takes into account young 
people’s views.

;OPZ�SLHÅL[�WYV]PKLZ�PUMVYTH[PVU�HIV\[�WPSV[�^VYR�^L�\UKLY[VVR�PU�HY[�JSHZZLZ�H[�[OL�9V`HS�.YHTTHY�:JOVVS��
and geography lessons at Walker Technology College. We want to extend this work into more schools to 
involve as many young people in the project as possible.

Why Mapping?

Maps are incredibly powerful devices. They contain information that the people who commission them 
KLLT�ZPNUPÄJHU[��HUK�SLH]L�V\[�WLVWSL��WSHJLZ�HUK�L]LU[Z�^OPJO�HYL�KLZPNUH[LK�HZ�\UPTWVY[HU[�

@V\UN�WLVWSL�HYL�SHYNLS`�PU]PZPISL�PU�[OL�VѝJPHS�JHY[VNYHWO`�VM�5L^JHZ[SL�.H[LZOLHK��;OL�JP[`�PZ�H�[OVYV\NOS`�
mapped terrain, rich in monuments and shops, heritage and malls, with plenty of maps for tourists, 
developers and the great and good of civic society. However youngsters, a bit like a lost tribe, are ignored, 
L_JLW[�MVY�H�ML^�VѝJPHSS`�ZHUJ[PVULK�ZP[LZ�Z\JO�HZ�H�ZRH[LWHYR�VY�ZJOVVS��;OLPY�HIZLUJL�MYVT�THWZ�ZLLTZ�
to suggest that they are of no importance, or, worse, a nuisance to be excluded by literally writing them out 
of the picture. 

We want to put that right by giving the power to map the city to those excluded from most maps. In the past 
we have worked with skateboarders and other urban sportists to trace their city. From this research we’ve 
OLSK�L_OPIP[PVUZ�HUK�W\ISPZOLK�^VYR�^OPJO�ZOV^Z�Vќ�[OLPY�^VYSKZ��5V^�^L�^HU[�[V�OLSW�ZJOVVS�W\WPSZ�PU�
`LHYZ������[V�NYHZW�[OL�WV^LY�VM�THWWPUN�HUK�ZOV^�\Z�[OLPY�]LYZPVU�VM�[OL�JP[ �̀

0U�:LW[LTILY�HUK�6J[VILY�^L�^VYRLK�^P[O�>HSRLY�;LJOUVSVN`�*VSSLNL�HUK�[OL�9V`HS�.YHTTHY�:JOVVS�
to see what works and what doesn’t. It was fascinating to teach pupils at these schools about maps they 
didn’t recognise, and get them to create visual representations of their worlds in various media. We also 
PU]P[LK�[^V�HY[PZ[Z���)LU�1VULZ�HUK�1LZZPJH�+VSI �̀�IV[O�VM�^OVT�^OV�\ZL�THWWPUN�PU�[OLPY�WYHJ[PJL���[V�
Y\U�^VYRZOVWZ�PU�[OL�ZJOVVSZ�[V�I\PSK�VU�^OH[�^L�[H\NO[��+L[HPSZ�VM�^OH[�^L�KPK�HYL�PUJS\KLK�PU�[OPZ�SLHÅL[�

We would like you and your students to join us in an expedition, an expedition led by your students 
to explore and the map the uncharted and exciting territories of their NewcastleGateshead. For 
TVYL�KL[HPSZ�VM�OV^�[V�NL[�PU]VS]LK�ZLL�[OL�ÄUHS�WHNL�VM�[OPZ�SLHÅL[��

Mapping the City
An expedition into young people’s Newcastle-Gateshead 

9LZLHYJOLK�HUK�J\YH[LK�I`�1VU�:^VYKZ��4PRL�1LќYPLZ�HUK�:LIHZ[PHU�4LZZLY
+LWHY[TLU[Z�VM�.LVNYHWO �̀�HUK�(YJOP[LJ[\YL�HUK�)\PS[�,U]PYVUTLU[��5VY[O\TIYPH�<UP]LYZP[`

What next?

)L[^LLU�1\PJL������HUK�1\PJL������^L�^V\SK�SPRL�
to help you run workshops in your schools, building 
VU�[OL�IYPSSPHU[�WPSV[�WYVQLJ[Z�H[� [OL�9V`HS�.YHTTHY�
:JOVVS�HUK�>HSRLY�;LJOUVSVN`�*VSSLNL�

We hope these ideas will inspire your students’ 
geographical imagination, building their understanding 
VM�NLVNYHWO`�HUK�[OLPY�ZLSM�JVUÄKLUJL��>L�RUV^�[OH[�
students are excited by and proud of the chance to 
show their work in public and Juice provides a major 
platform to do just that. Your students will also be 
HISL�[V�^VYR�^P[O�Z[Hќ�MYVT�5VY[O\TIYPH�<UP]LYZP[`�
and practising artists.

Their maps and insights will feed into Juice’s 
Manifesto for the City project, and be featured in 
L_OPIP[PVUZ�PU�4H`�HUK�6J[VILY������

The Mapping the City project will also support 
important themes in the curriculum, helping turn the 
academic content into real world, live and relevant 
action. We’re producing resource packs to help 
you plan lessons around mapping, and the artist 
workshops provide a perfect opportunity to think 
about how maps work and expand on the more 
novel elements of the map skills curriculum including 
photography, sketches and qualitative data.

We have no doubt that students at all stages will rise 
to the challenge, get involved and show the city a 
fascinating teenage version of NewcastleGateshead.  

NewcsastleGateshead Late Shows 2016

0U�4H`������^L�OH]L�ILLU�HZRLK�[V�W\[�[VNL[OLY�HU�
L_OPIP[PVU�PU�[OL�/VS`�)PZJ\P[�.HSSLY �̀�PU�:OPLSKÄLSK�PU�
5L^JHZ[SL�MVY�[OL������3H[L�:OV^Z��;OL�3H[L�:OV^Z�
are a vibrant high spot of the Newcastle scene, and 
[OL�[PTPUN�PZ�OHSM�̂ H`�[V^HYKZ�[OL�1<0*,������L]LU[��
This creates a  great opportunity to show the work 
in progress, to have your students’ maps  on display 
HUK�IL�ZLLU�I`�[OV\ZHUKZ�VM�WLVWSL���6\Y�[LHT�OHZ�
WYL]PV\ZS`�W\[�VU�]LY`�Z\JJLZZM\S�3H[L�:OV^Z�L]LU[Z"�
PlayToon, featuring photography, video and graphics 
MYVT�[OL�SVJHS�ZRH[LIVHYK�ZJLUL�PU������HUK�<YIHU�
Fictions, featuring urban explorers, mysterious city 
[HSLZ�HUK�UPNO[�SPML�NHTLZ�PU�������>L�^V\SK�SPRL�[V�
work with you to put on a unique and revealing event 
of the mapping so far.

Getting Involved and More Information

If you want to get involved there are a number of 
ways you can do so. First check out our blog for 
more details of what we’ve been up to:

https://accidentalyouthclub.wordpress.com/juice/

If you want to be send details of the resources packs, 
email jon.swords@northumbria.ac.uk and we’ll keep 
you updated.

We have secured funding from Northumbria 
<UP]LYZP[`»Z� ^PKLUPUN� WHY[PJPWH[PVU� [LHT� [V� WH`� MVY�
artists to run mapping workshops in schools. For 
more details and eligibility criteria please contact 
sebastian.messer@northumbria.ac.uk
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I\UJO� VM� WLVWSL�� >L� SPRL� [V� [OHUR� [OLT�� :WLJPHS�
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MVY�KLZPNUPUN�HUK�SLHKPUN�[OL�^VYRZOVWZ��3HZ[��I\[�
no means least, the young people at Walker Tech 
HUK�9.:�^OV�SL[�\Z�PU[V�[OLPY�SP]LZ�HZ�[OL`�THWWLK�
their worlds.

For Teachers



ZVTL�KPK��6UL�IV �̀�OV^L]LY��L_JSHPTLK�OL»K�SPRL�[V�¸���
but, I don’t know where Facebook lives!”.

We were running out of time (we have no idea how 
teachers manage kids this age all day everyday!) for the 
ZLJVUK� [HZR� ZV� ZPTWSPÄLK� P[� ZSPNO[S �̀� 0UZ[LHK� VM� HZRPUN�
the class to annotate maps of the local area, we gave 
them dark pens (blacks, purples and browns) to erase 
areas unimportant to them, and light pens (yellows, reds, 
oranges) to highlight special places. Frenzied activity 
LUZ\LK�HZ�NYV\WZ�ZJYPIISLK�HSS�V]LY�>HSRLY��)`RLY�HUK�
High Heaton, making the map their own.

:JOVVSZ� ^LYL� HSTVZ[� LU[PYLS`� LYHKPJH[LK�� NVSM� JV\YZLZ�
were deleted, and one group decided to remove any 
trace of Gateshead! The Tyne was important for most, 
along with the streets they live and grew up on. Parks 
and other places to hang out were highlighted brightly. It 
was fascinating to watch and learn about their city.

Psychogeography Artist Workshop 
with Jessica Dolby

([�[OL�ILNPUUPUN�VM�IV[O�^VYRZOVWZ��ZOL�ILNHU�^P[O�H�
short introduction to psychogeography, a termed coined 
PU� � ��� I`� .\`� +LIVYK� HUK� KLZJYPILK� HZ� ¸H� ^OVSL�
toy box full of playful, inventive strategies for exploring 
cities...just about anything that takes pedestrians 
Vќ� [OLPY� WYLKPJ[HISL� WH[OZ� HUK� QVS[Z� [OLT� PU[V� H� UL^�
awareness of the urban landscape.” For an example, 
a psychogeography expedition might involve using a 
THW�VM�4HUJOLZ[LY�[V�UH]PNH[L�5V[[PUNOHT"�VY�[Y`PUN�[V�
cross a city in as straight a line as possible and taking 
enjoyment from negotiating the obstacles that block your 
way. The pupils were encouraged to think about their 
personal connections to the city by observing maps of 
5L^JHZ[SL�HUK�.H[LZOLHK��HUK�HUZ^LYPUN�[OLZL�JVSV\Y�
coded questions:

��>OLYL�KV�[OL`�SPRL�[V�NV&
��>OLYL�KV�[OL`�UV[�SPRL�[V�NV&�
��>OLYL�KV�[OL`�MLLS�ZHML&
��>OPJO�YV\[L�KV�[OL`�\Z\HSS`�[HRL&�
��>OLYL�KV�[OL`�NV�[V�IL�HSVUL&�
��>OLYL�KV�[OL`�NV�[V�KH`KYLHT&�
��*HU�[OL`�THW�[OLPY�YV\[L�[V�ZJOVVS&�
��>OPJO�PZ�[OLPY�MH]V\YP[L�KPZ[YPJ[&

:[\KLU[Z� ^LYL� PU]P[LK� [V� HUZ^LY� [OLZL� X\LZ[PVUZ� I`�

Day Four – Psychogeography
6U� ;O\YZKH`� :LIHZ[PHU�^VYRLK�^P[O� [OL� Z[\KLU[Z�� /L�
ILNHU�I`�L_WSHPU� [OL� PKLH�VM�WZ`JOVNLVNYHWO`� ��H�ZL[�
of playful, subversive and experimental techniques for 
understanding and experiencing places which stems 
MYVT�[OL�ZP[\H[PVUHSPZ[�TV]LTLU[���ILMVYL�HZRPUN�[OLT�[V�
use photos of Newcastle upon Tyne to recreate their city.

Day Five – Personal Geographies
4PRL� ^VYRLK� ^P[O� `LHY� ���� ���� �� HUK� ��� VU� -YPKH �̀�
reminding them that the least interesting things about 
THWZ� PZ� [OH[� [OL`� HYL� HU� (�A�� YH[OLY� THWZ� HYL� HIV\[�
power, control, what you want or who you are allowed to 
IL��,]LY`VUL�[OLU�KVVKSLK�H�THW�VM�[OL�ZJOVVS��^OLYL�
they go, themselves, friends, characters and teachers. 
Very soon the chatter increased as tales were told. 
Then we worked on joint maps, places, memories and 
experiences overlapping, increasingly unfussed about 
SP[LYHS� [PTL� HUK� ZWHJL�� :[\KLU[Z� ^LYL� JSPTIPUN� VU[V�
[OL� KLZRZ�� OHUKZ� HUK� HYTZ� UV� SVUNLY� PKLU[PÄHISL� [V�
individuals as their personal geographies were traced. It 
seemed a shame to call a halt to the theatre of memory 
after just an hour.

Mapping at Walker Technology College 
6U�>LKULZKH`���[O�6J[VILY�̂ L�KPK�ZVTL�THWWPUN�̂ VYR�
at Walker Technology College. Miss Marley (a graduate of 
V\Y�)(�.LVNYHWO`�KLNYLL��PU]P[LK�\Z�PU[V�VUL�VM�OLY�`LHY�
eight classes. We introduced ourselves and the Juice 
Festival, before showing the pupils the power of maps and 
THW�THRLYZ���YLTLTILY��H�JHY[VNYHWOLY�OHZ�[OL�HIPSP[`�
to make mountain ranges, cities, and entire populations 
disappear from a map, simply by not including them.

With this in mind, we asked the class to consider what 
was important enough in their lives to include on a map 
of their world, and what didn’t need to be seen. It took 
them a while to get the idea that they had the power and 
permission to draw whatever they wanted, but once they 
got started stories about their lives started to appear.
We suggested they might want to include online places 
they value, and as you can see from the picture below 

A Week of Art Classes at the Royal Grammar 
School

Day One – A Brief History of Maps
;OL� ÄYZ[� ZL[� VM� JSHZZLZ�^L� YHU�^LYL� HIV\[� OV^�THWZ�
have changed over time. The pupils were familiar with 
WHWLY�IHZLK�THWZ� HUK� H[SHZLZ�� HUK� HZ� WP_LSZ� VU� [OLPY�
WOVULZ�VY�ZH[UH]Z��)\[�̂ L�̂ LYL�RLLU�MVY�[OLT�[V�L_WSVYL�
the range of maps created over millennia of cartography. 
We showed them the various forms maps have taken 
MYVT� 4LZVWV[HTPHU� JSH`� [HISL[Z�� THZZP]L� 9VTHU� JP[`�
plans carved into marble to medieval vellum (calf skin).

(M[LY� HIV\[� [LU�TPU\[LZ� VU� OPZ[VY`� ^L� HZRLK� [OLT� [V�
make maps in the style of Polynesian stick charts of 
ZVTL[OPUN� ZPNUPÄJHU[� MYVT�
their lives. The range of 
subjects was fantastic: from 
bedrooms and routes to 
school, to holiday destinations 
HUK� [OL� LU[PYL� ^VYSK�� 3PRL�
some of the traditional 
Polynesian stick charts, the 
author – or navigator – was 
the only person with intimate 
knowledge of the map.

Day 2 - The Power of Maps
The second day focused on maps as representations 
of, and tools for exerting power. We asked participants 
[V�JVUZPKLY�� ÄYZ[�� [OL�KLJPZPVUZ�THKL�I`�JHY[VNYHWOLYZ�
about what is important enough to be included in maps, 
and what can be excluded. It was great to see the pupils 
quickly grasp this idea and relate it to the absence of 
[OLPY�SP]LZ�VU�[OL�THWZ�[OL`�PU[LYHJ[�^P[O�KHPS �̀�:LJVUK��
pupils were taught about the role of map projections in 
developing visions of the world. We dispelled the myth 
that north = up, and the reaction of Year 8s to a map with 
(\Z[YHSPH�H[�[OL�[VW�^HZ�MHU[HZ[PJ�

(M[LY�[OPZ�PU[YVK\J[PVU��W\WPSZ�\ZLK�JVTWHZZ�J\[[LYZ��MVY�
J\[[PUN�V\[�JPYJSLZ��[V�YLTV]L�H�ZLJ[PVU�VM�H�JP[`�JLU[YL�THW�
which was important to them, and gild it  with (imitation) 
NVSK�SLHM�[V�OPNOSPNO[�WSHJLZ�VM�ZPNUPÄJHUJL��;OL�LќLJ[�VM�
the gold was interesting as it simultaneously highlighted 
and obscured parts of the maps. It acted to redact 
places, while giving them a shimmer of preciousness. 

Day Three – Mapping Soundscapes
6U� [OL� >LKULZKH`� (KHT� .VVK^PU� �� 9.:»Z� UL^� HY[�
[LJOUPJPHU��^OV�PZ�HSZV�H�ZV\UK�HY[PZ[���ZOV^LK�Z[\KLU[Z�
ways of mapping sound! He introduced students to 
experimenting with contact microphones and several 
students made their own mics from Maplin components. 
(TWSPÄLYZ�^LYL� WS\NNLK� PU� [V� WSH`� [OL� ZV\UKZ� LTP[[LK�
MYVT�I`NVUL�[LJOUVSVN`"�[HWL�YLJVYKLYZ��ZSPKL�WYVQLJ[VYZ��
speakers and using hydrophones to listen to a glass of 
water and even hearing our own heartbeats.

THYRPUN�[OLPY�[YHJPUN�WHWLY��HJL[H[LZ�̂ P[O�[OL�ZPNUPÄJHU[�
JVSV\YZ�PU�H�^H`�[OL`�MLS[�ILZ[�YLWYLZLU[LK�[OLT��([�[OL�
end, they were left with their own abstracted personal 
maps, and their own unique interpretation of the city.

(M[LY� SH`LYPUN� HUK� WYVQLJ[PUN� [OL� THWZ� [V� JYLH[L� H�
fractured, disorientated version of what was familiar 
�ILSV^�YPNO[���[OL�Z[\KLU[Z�H[�9V`HS�.YHTTHY�:JOVVS�[OLU�
chose a segment that they reproduced through drawing. 
We then went on a dérive (unplanned journey) around the 
school grounds, installing these drawings in spaces with 
IS\�[HJR�[V�KLJVTWVZL�V]LY�[PTL�

Strategies and Tactics Artist Workshop 
with Ben Jones

These workshops supported students to think about 
their environment, how they navigate it, and how they 
JHU�HќLJ[�[OL�WSHJL�^OLYL�[OL`�SP]L��;OL�Z[\KLU[Z�^LYL�
PU[YVK\JLK�[V�4PJOLS�+L�*LY[LH\��H�-YLUJO�WOPSVZVWOLY��
who developed the idea of ‘strategies’ and ‘tactics’ to 
KLJPWOLY�OV^�JP[PLZ�HYL�KLZPNULK��+L�*LY[LH\�Z\NNLZ[Z�
people in power design cities based on strategies: 
marking out where you can and can’t walk, what you 
can and can’t do in certain places, and who can build 
^OH[�^OLYL�� )\[�� HZ� WLVWSL�^HSR� HYV\UK� [OL� JP[`� [OL`�
develop tactics which frequently ignore the plans of city 
KLZPNULYZ��(�NVVK�L_HTWSL�VM�[OPZ�PZ�WH[OZ�^VYU�HJYVZZ�
grass areas because it is easier to cut across them than 
use the proper path which goes around. The pupils were 
asked to consider how they are expected to navigate 
the city through signage and instructions, and how they 
HJ[\HSS`�NL[�HYV\UK�[OL�\YIHU�LU]PYVUTLU[��<ZPUN�[OLZL�
ideas, they were asked to use a colour coded key to 
indicate:

��^OH[�WHY[Z�VM�[OL�JP[`�[OL`�SPRL
��^OLYL�[OL`�MLLS�ULLKZ�PTWYV]LTLU[
��HU`�HYLHZ�^P[O�NVVK�TLTVYPLZ
��^OLYL�[OL`�^V\SK�SPRL�[V�ZWLUK�TVYL�[PTL
�� ^OLYL� [OL`� \ZLK� [V� ZWLUK� [PTL� I\[� [OL`� MLLS� P[� OHZ�
changed for the worse

In groups they were then asked to concentrate on one 
area that needs improvement and to try and develop a 
‘tactic’ that could improve the chosen area for people 
[OLPY� HNL�� )`� [OL� LUK� VM� [OL� ^VYRZOVWZ� Z[\KLU[Z� OHK�
developed a draft idea for a potential digital or social tool, 
object or app designed for and by young people, which 
would help them understand, have a voice and be part 
of their city.




